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ADVISORY GROUP CHANGES 


Colonel Joseph H. McNinch, M.C., Chief of the Personnel 
Division, Office of The Surgeon General, U. S. Army, and Di- 
rector of the Army Medical Library from 1946 to 1949, has 
been designated as Army representative to the AFML Advisory 
Group to complete the unexpired portion of the term of Colo- 
nel William S. Moore, M. C. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF FRIENDS OF THE AFML 


The annual dinner meeting of the Friends of the Afmed 
Forces Medical Library will be held on Friday, 28 October 
1955, at the Commissioned Officers' Mess (Open), National 
Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland. A social hour 
will precede the dinner, which is planned for 7:30 p.m. Mr. 
Keyes D. Metcalf, Librarian-emeritus of Harvard University, 
will be the speaker of the evening; his topic is "Research 
Libraries in 1955." 


BRUSSELS CONGRESS 


Lieutenant Colonel Frank B. Rogers attended the Inter- 
national Congress of Libraries and Documentation Centres 
held at Brussels, 11-18 September 1955, and the Internation- 
al Meeting on Medical Librarianship which was held on the 
day preceding the opening of the main meeting. 


The meeting on medical librarianship, which had been 
arranged by Mlle. Augusta Vandenitte, consisted of four sym- 
posia - on International Cooperation, International Exchange 
of Periodicals, Medical Documentation, and Miscellaneous 
Problems. Of greatest import was the first symposium, for 
which Mr. W. R. Le Fanu of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England acted as rapporteur. After some discussion, and on 
the motion of Dr. A. Kessen, Librarian of the University of 
Leiden, seconded by Dr. R. Eriksson, Librarian of the Karol- 


inska Institute in Stockholm, the group passed the following 
resolution: 





Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Livrary. 
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"They confirm the wish, expressed at the first in- 
ternational congress of medical librarians (London 
1953), that an International Association of Medi- 
cal Libraries and Documentation Centres be created 
as soon as possible. To this end, they request the 
National associations of libraries and documental- 
ists to create medical sections. They charge the 
committee appointed in London in 1953 to continue 
the consultations,on as broad a basis as possible, 
with the institutions, represented or not at Brus- 
sels, with a view to the elaboration of the stat- 
utes." 


Over 1,100 librarians attended the main congress, which 
combined the Third International Congress of Libraries, un- 
der the sponsorship of the International Federation of Li- 
brary Associations, and the Twenty Second International Con- 
ference on Documentation, sponsored by the International 
Federation for Documentation. 


During the week, visits were made to the libraries of 
the Universities of Brussels, Ghent, and Louvain, as well as 
to the Bibliothéque des Tumeurs, the libraries of the Par- 
liament and of the Ministry of Defense in Brussels, and to 
the Stadsbibliotheek of Antwerp. 


On 16 September Colonel Rogers was the guest of Profes- 
sor J. Maisin, Chief of the Cancer Institute of the Univer- 
sity of Louvain, and Mme. Maisin, at lunch at their home 
outside Louvain... On the 20th he lunched in London with 
Messrs. Barnard, Bishop, Hipkins, Le Fanu, Morton, Poynter, 
Shields, and Wade, and in the evening of the same day spoke 
before a meeting of the Medical Section of the Library Asso- 
ciation on some of the problems of medical index publication. 

On 23 September the Director returned to Washington. 


RETIREMENTS 


Miss Edna L. Frick retired on 30 September 1955 after 
almost 38 years of Federal service. In 1924 Miss Frick was 
appointed to a position in the Office of The Surgeon General; 
during the latter part of her career she served as librarian 
of the AFML's branch reference library. Upon her retire- 
ment Miss Frick received a special commendation for faithful 
service from Major General S. B. Hays, The Surgeon General. 


Commander John A. Oley retired from the Medical Service 
Corps of the U. S. Navy on 30 September 1955 after more than 
33 years of active duty. He had been on duty at the Armed 
Forces Medical Library since April 1953 as Special Assistant 
to the Director, and was in charge of drawing up preliminary 
plans for the new building. His excellent work has provided 


a sound basis on which the architects' final plans may now 
be developed. 
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CURRENT LIST DELAY 





The August issue of the Current List was delayed first 
because of a printers' strike; when finally received from 
the printer the issue was found to be collated imperfectly 
and had to be returned for correction of this error. As a 
result, the September issue came off the press just before 
the August number was finally ready for distribution. 





THESIS ON MEDICAL SUBJECT HEADINGS 


Miss Hilda Steinweg, a member of AFML's Catalog Division 
staff, has submitted her master's thesis entitled Lay and 
professional terminology in medical subject headings to the 
faculty of the University of Chicago. Wiss Steinweg's pur- 
pose in this study was to determine whether separate medical 
subject heading lists are desirable for general and for pro- 
fessional libraries; her study was designed to discover how 
much difference there is between medical subject heading 
terminology used in a general index and in medical indexes, 
and whether present differences in subject heading terminol- 
ogy are justified by usage in the literature. 





When 346 medical subject headings in the Readers' Guide 
to Periodical Literature were compared with those in the 
Current List, <CYIW, and the Index-Catalogue, it was found 
that 263 headings (76%) used the terminology of the medical 
indexes and 5/7 headings (16.5%) agreed in terminology with 
at least one of the three medical indexes, while only 26 
headings (7.5%) differed from all three. There was as much 
difference among the three medical indexes as between Read- 
ers' Guide and any of the medical indexes. For some head- 
Ings Only one term was used, as for example, VITAMINS; for 
some, two were in common use, as for example, WARTS and VER- 
RUCAE; for others there were many variations; for example, 
MENTAL DISORDERS, for which 16 variants were drawn from the 
four indexes. While a difference in the character of the 
journals indexed in Readers' Guide and those indexed by the 
medical indexes is a factor Of Some importance in both di- 
rections, the overlapping between professional and lay term- 
inology in medical subject headings is considerable. 














RARE PAMPHLET 


The Armed Forces Medical Library's copy of the rare 
eight-page pamphlet by William Smellie, printed in 1742 and 
entitled Course of lectures upon midwifery,is annotated with 
manuscript notes by one of Smellie's pupils, and contains in 
two places inscriptions in the hand of Smellie himself. A 
photoprint of the Library's copy has been made and sent for 
deposit in the Smellie Library at Lanark, Scotland. 
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MORE ON BOOKS OF SECRETS 


Items of bibliographical interest continue to turn up 
from among the Library's collection of books of secrets, a 
genre of popular literature which flourished throughout me- 
dieval times and into the sixteenth century, and in which 
current folklore often circulated under the names of famous 
men of antiquity. What has been described by one scholar ag 
the most popular book of the Middle Ages was a compilation 
ascribed to Aristotle called Secretum secretorum, or The se- 
cret of secrets. It is probable, however, that the original 
Work “was not Greek in origin but Syriac, and that it came 
into Latin via the Arabic. More than two hundred Latin manu- 
scripts of it are extant, as well as several incunabula edi- 
tions (of which the Armed Forces Medical Library owns two), 
and translations into almost every European language. 





The secret of secrets, supposedly written at the re- 
quest of Alexander the Great, sums up in concise form maxims 
of personal hygiene, popular superstitions, and precepts of 
government for the use of princes. In it one learns’ that 
vomiting once a month, or oftener, is beneficial; Turkish 
baths are described for perhaps the first time in Europe, 
and Alexander is advised to keep his teeth and mouth clean, 





The Armed Forces Medical Library owns five of the six- 
teenth century editions, all of them rare, but the Venice 
edition of 1555 turns out to be the prize of the collection. 
Robert Steele, in the bibliography of manuscripts and early 
printed editions of this work which appeared in his edition 
(Oxford, 1920) of Roger Bacon's version of the Secretum se- 
cretorum, cites the 1555 Venice edition, but he calls ita 


bibliographical ghost. The copy in the Armed Forces Medical 
Library, however, ought to convince even the most skeptical 
bibliographer. It is an unpretentious octavo once belonging 
to a Capuchin library in Naples, and was purchased in Italy 
for a modest sum by Dr. William Jerome Wilson, former Chief 


of the History of Medicine Division, on his book-buying tour 
of 1953. 


CLASSIFICATION ADDITIONS AND CHANGES 





List No. 4 of Additions and Changes to the Army Medical 
Library Classification has been issued and copies are being 
Sent to those who received previous lists. Requests for ad- 
ditional copies should be addressed to the Director, Armed 


Forces Medical Library, 7th Street and Independence Avenue, 
S. W., Washington 25, D.C 

















